CITY OF STERLING HEIGHTS
Special Meeting of the
Corridor Improvement Authority
Velocity Building
6633 18 Mile Road
Sterling Heights, MI 48314
April 22, 2021
8:00 AM
The CIA is conducting its meeting on April 22, 2021 by telephone conference in
accordance with Gov. Gretchen Whitmer’s Executive Order No. 2020-75. This notice is
required by Executive Order No. 2020-15 to ensure that those wishing to participate in
this meeting have the opportunity to do so.
This meeting will take place at 8:00 a.m., on April 22, 2021 by Zoom videoconference
and teleconference. To access the meeting, members of the public must dial in using
the following telephone conference number: Dial In: _1-929-205-6099________ .
When prompted, enter the following Meeting ID Number: _961 2157 0449__________
Passcode 999999.

All pubic participants wishing to participate by telephone will be placed on hold in a
virtual “waiting room” until the meeting starts (8:00 a.m.). All members of the public
will be muted during the business portion of the meeting.
Those wishing to participate in Public Comment will then be recognized by the Chair
and asked whether that person has a comment at that time. When prompted, you
should indicate your desire to address the CIA Board and be recognized by the Chair.
Please be advised that there could be delays based on the number of calls received.
Members of the public will be afforded three (3) minutes each to address the CIA
Board under Public Comment. The Chair, with CIA Board approval, may shorten this
time in order to provide all members of the public a reasonable opportunity to speak.
As always, residents are encouraged to email any questions they may have on any
agenda item to the CIA at cityhall@sterling-heights.net.
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

ROLL CALL
APPROVAL OF AGENDA
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF June 10, 2020
New Business
1.

Move to elect new Board Chair.

2.

To consider the request to budget $198,000 for 20% matching
funds for federal grant application with Congressman Levin’s office
to acquire property within the District.

3.

To consider the proposal from Design Workshop to increase the
project scope by $16,200 at the request of City Staff to produce
additional 3D façade renderings as part of the final Van Dyke
Avenue Master Plan.

4.

Move to approve the Corridor Improvement Authority budget for
fiscal year 2021/22.

OLD BUSINESS
BOARD MEMBERS REPORT
PUBLIC COMMENT
ADJOURNMENT
The CIA will provide necessary reasonable auxiliary aids and services to
individuals with disabilities at the meeting upon 7 days notice to Community
Relations Department at 446-CITY.

CITY OF STERLING HEIGHTS
CORRIDOR IMPROVEMENT AUTHORITY
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
June 10, 2020 – 5:30 p.m.
Zoom Teleconference

Draft

The meeting was called to order at 5:36 p.m.
Pledge of Allegiance
Members present: Jason Castor, Michael D’Agostini, Phil Hunsberger, Steve Pomaville
Members absent: Robert Artymovich, Thomas Kavulich
Also in attendance: Luke Bonner, CEO Bonner Advisory Group, Senior Economic Development
Advisor – City of Sterling Heights; Kathryn Quell, Building Services Specialist – City of
Sterling Heights
Motion to Approve the Agenda
Moved by D’Agostini, supported by Pomaville to approve the agenda as presented.
Ayes: All
Nays: None
Motion carried.
Motion to Approve the Minutes of October 9, 2019 Special Meeting
Moved by Pomaville, supported by D’Agostini to approve the minutes as presented.
Ayes: All
Nays: None
Motion carried
New Business
Planning discussion for the CIA District
Mr. Bonner presented the process whereby, in working with the Office of Purchasing, a Request
for Proposals (RFP) was developed for the Corridor Improvement Authority Master Planning
Project. The selected consultant will analyze and offer recommendations on reimagining the
future of the City’s North Van Dyke Corridor. Ten firms submitted proposals in response to the
RFP. An Evaluation Committee was established and a thorough review of the proposals was
conducted. Two proposals were selected for further consideration. From the results of the
scoring matrix, Design Workshop was the preferred selection. The Evaluation Committee was
very impressed with Design Workshop’s proposals and ideas.

Presentation by Design Workshop
Motion to accept Evaluation Committee recommendation to contract with Design
Workshop for the Corridor Improvement Authority Master Planning Project in the
amount of $150,000.
Moved by D’Agostini, supported by Pomaville to accept Evaluation Committee recommendation
to contract with Design Workshop for the Corridor Improvement Authority Master Planning
Project in the amount of $150,000.
Ayes: All
Nays: None
Motion carried.
Motion to approve the Corridor Improvement Authority budget for fiscal year 2020/21.
Moved by D’Agostini, supported by Pomaville to approve the Corridor Improvement Authority
budget for fiscal year 2020/21.
Ayes: All
Nays: None
Motion carried.
Old Business
Board Members Report

Public Comment

Adjournment
Moved by Castor, supported by Pomaville to adjourn.
Ayes: All
Nays: None
Motion carried.

The meeting adjourned at 6:36 pm
KQ

City of Sterling Heights
Proposed
Property Acquisition Funding
Project Budget
•

•
•
•
•

Total Approximately $1,188,000,000
o 8100 Riverland – Assessed Value $15,000 / Taxable Value $14,870 (listing
removed 1/21 for $79,900)
 Est. Purchase Value $80,000
o 8300 Riverland Assessed Value $41,200 / Taxable Value $34,166
 Est. Purchase Value $80,000
o 8500 Riverland – Assessed Value $19,300 / Taxable Value $19,300).
 Est. Purchase Value $40,000
o 43375 Van Dyke Assessed Value $286,600/ Taxable Value $198,583
 Est. Purchase Value $575,000
The total estimated purchase value of these four (4) properties is $775,000.
Estimated miscellaneous costs (Demolition, Property Appraisals, Environmental
Assessment, etc.) $50,000
Contingency 20% - $165,000 – Significant market factors are causing prices of real estate
to escalate on a regular basis.
20% Matching Funds City of Sterling Heights Corridor Improvement Authority - $198,000

The Federal funding will be used to purchase the property.

**FOR REFERENCE ONLY**. Final proposals must be submitted by Google form at our website.

lisRequest for Proposals: MI-09 Community Project Funding
The Office of Congressman Andy Levin (MI-09) is soliciting proposals for community projects
in Michigan's 9th Congressional District that would benefit from federal funding.
The Committee on Appropriations recently announced that Community Project Funding requests
from Members of Congress will be considered by appropriators in the fiscal year 2022 cycle.
Each Member of Congress may submit 10 projects to the Appropriations committee for
Community Project Funding consideration. Congressman Levin requests CPF proposals from
state and local governments below by 6PM on Thursday, April 1st. In addition to governments,
nonprofit organizations may also submit requests for funding provided that: 1) their local
government has nominated their project as a community funding priority and 2) the project will
be completed in partnership with local government. Please note that the Office of Congressman
Levin cannot guarantee that the selected project(s) will receive funding. Final decisions
regarding which projects receive funding will be made by the House Appropriations Committee.
If you would like to submit a project for Congressman Levin to consider putting forward for
federal funding, please fill out this form. Please note that this form will ask for documentation,
which must be provided in PDF form. Files should be no larger than 10MB.
Please fill out this form in full by 6PM on Thursday, April 1, 2021. Should the Office of
Congressman Levin require any further information, a representative from our office will contact
you directly.
Before applying, to determine if your project is viable for consideration, please read our FAQ
with further information on Congressman Levin's selection process and eligibility. This
information is available at: andylevin.house.gov/services/community-project-funding-resourcecenter
Note that Congressman Levin will use the information provided here to advocate for projects to
be considered by the Committee on Appropriations. As such, information provided in this form
will be shared with that Committee and may become public if designated to receive federal
funding. Again, the Office of Congressman Levin cannot guarantee that any project(s) submitted
here will receive federal funding. Final decisions regarding which projects receive funding will
be made by appropriators.
Thank you for working with us to make a real difference in the lives of 9th District residents!
Basic information
1. Please provide a 1-2 sentence description of the project you would like to put forward for
consideration.The City of Sterling Heights is seeking funding to acquire underutilized
properties within the City’s North Van Dyke Avenue Corridor Improvement Area (CIA) for
future development goals developed with the attached master plan. This area of the City is
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) eligible and is also located within one of the
City’s Opportunity Zones (OZ).
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2. Which federal department and/or program are you seeking funding from? (To determine
which federal department/program is the appropriate funder for your program, read "ProjectSpecific Questions on Requests for Federal Funding" at Congressman Levin's CPF resource
center FAQ page.) Urban Development's Economic Development Initiative
3. Brief additional information is required for requests to the following programs. Please
indicate whether you are seeking funding from any of the programs below and our office will
follow up promptly. (More information can be found under "Project-Specific Questions on
Requests for Federal Funding" at Congressman Levin's CPF resource center FAQ page.)
a. Byrne Justice Assistance Grant (JAG)? (Yes/No) No
b. Community Oriented Policing Services (COPS) – Technology and Equipment?
(Yes/No) No
c. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) project? (Yes/No) No
d. National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) project? (Yes/No)No
e. Small Business Administration, Small Business Initiatives? (Yes/No) No
f. Land and Water Conservation Fund project? (Yes/No) No
g. Environmental Protection Agency, State and Tribal Assistance Grants, Clean
Water/Drinking Water infrastructure project? (Yes/No) No
h. Forest Service, State and Private Forestry project? (Yes/No) No
i. Pre-Disaster Mitigation project? (Yes/No) No
j. Nonprofit Security Grant Program project? (Yes/No) No
k. Emergency Operations Center Grant Program project? (Yes/No) No
l. Department of Defense for Research, Development, Test, and Evaluation (Army);
Research, Development, Test, and Evaluation (Navy); Research, Development, Test,
and Evaluation (Air Force); Research, Development, Test, and Evaluation (Space
Force); Research, Development, Test, and Evaluation (Defense-Wide)? (Yes/No) No
m. Agricultural Research Service, Buildings and Facilities; Rural Development, Rural
Community Facility Grants; or Rural Utilities Service, ReConnect Grants? (Yes/No)
No
n. DOD Military Construction No
o. Department of Transportation’s Airport Improvement Program No
p. Housing and Urban Development's Economic Development Initiative - yes
4. Please share the estimated start and completion dates for the project. Property acquisition
would occur during our fiscal budget 2022 year which commences July of 2022
5. Please name the entity that is requesting funding for this project. The name entered should be
the legal name of the organization that will be receiving these funds. Please do not include
abbreviations, acronyms, or use a “The” before the name. City of Sterling Heights
6. Is this entity the state government, a local government or a nonprofit organization that will
implement a project in partnership with government? (Note: Nonprofits must be nominated
by one or more government entities apply. See next question for a request for an additional
verification letter.) Local government.
a. If nonprofit: Please upload both:
- a copy of Form 990 to serve as evidence that the recipient is a nonprofit
organization as described under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of
1986
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-a letter from one or more governmental entities stating that they are officially
nominating this project and explaining why they are doing so.Please provide the best
point of contact for this project.
7. Please provide the point of contact's phone number. (586) 446-2731
8. Please provide the point of contact's email address. jcastor@sterling-heights.net
Location
9. Is this project located in Macomb County, Oakland County, or neither? Macomb County
a. If Macomb County: In which Macomb County community is this project located?
City of Sterling Heights
b. If Oakland County: In which Oakland County community is this project located?
10. Please provide the precise location (e.g., address, cross street, range of streets, etc.) for this
project. Van Dyke Avenue, north of Utica Road, south of M-59 (8100 Riverland, 8300
Riverland, 8500 Riverland, 43375 Van Dyke)
Funding
11. Please share the total, or anticipated, cost of the project. $1,188,000
12. Please share the amount of federal funding requested for this project. $990,000
13. Please upload a document containing: 1) a breakdown of the project’s budget 2) a budget
breakout specifically describing how the requested federal funding amount will be used, such
as amounts for salaries, equipment, travel, etc. 3) the source(s) of funding for the full share of
the cost of the project beyond the amount requested, if applicable.
14. Please note whether the project has received federal funding previously, and if so, the source
and amount. Include both formula funds and any discretionary grants and fiscal years. If not
applicable, please indicate this with “N/A.” N/A
15. Please explain, in 1-2 sentences, a justification for why this project is an appropriate use of
taxpayer funds. The acquisition of sites along Van Dyke Avenue and along Riverland Drive
will provide a critical connection to the district and help stimulate redevelopment of an
underperforming area for the entire Van Dyke Avenue area that is one of the City’s CDBG
eligible areas and is also an opportunity zone. Not only will these properties be used as a
critical nonmotorized connection, this area will be developed celebrating the City’s great
cultural diversity. In addition, securing the property at 43375 Van Dyke would be a catalyst
for the district generating interest and toward district goals with the ability to combine this
property with the City’s two (2) existing properties, one on either side of the noted site.
16. Several federal programs eligible for Community Project Funding require a state or local
match for projects. If the federal program from which you are requesting funding does have a
matching requirement, is your state or locality able to meet the relevant matching
requirement? Please note that this does not mean that matching funds must be in-hand prior
to requesting a project, but that officials must have a plan to meet such requirements in order
for such a project to be viable. If this question is not applicable to your request, please select
“N/A” Yes
17. Each project request must be for fiscal year 2022 funds only and cannot include a request for
multiyear funding. Is this request for fiscal year 2022 funds only? Yes
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18. To your knowledge, does any member of the Levin family, any contributor to Congressman
Andy Levin, or other party closely affiliated with Congressman Levin have a financial
interest in this project? No
a. If yes: Please explain.
Project status
19. Please share the project phase (e.g. planning, final design, construction). The City is finishing
the planning phase, including the development of a master plan (including implementation
projects and priorities) which depicts the need and priority for a greenway connection in this
location of the City for equitable access and as an economic stimulant.
20. Please share a description of the process that has been or will be followed to provide an
opportunity for public comment on the project. If not applicable, please indicate this with
“N/A.” The development of the master land use plan for Van Dyke Avenue was done with a
focus on stakeholder input. The plan was developed during the COVID pandemic but public
input on the plan and the elements of the plan was afforded during a series of virtual
meetings, interactive web based mapping, digital post it boards, social media campaigns,
amongst others.
21. Please share the status of environmental review for this project. If not applicable, please
indicate this with “N/A.” As an acquisition request, environmental baseline assessments will
be conducted at the time of property acquisition. It is anticipated that additional
environmental reviews would be necessary upon development of acquisition site(s)
Project outcomes
22. Will this project serve multiple communities in Michigan’s 9th District? If yes, which? NO,
however, these acquisitions will benefit residents within surrounding communities such as
the City of Utica and Shelby Townships.
23. Does this project address a salient concern for communities in Michigan’s 9th District? If yes,
please explain. These acquisitions will allow district goals to commence, transitioning an
underutilized district. In addition, the acquisition of these properties along Riverland Drive
will provide critical equitable recreational and nonmotorized access for a largely low to
moderate income area of the City that is currently underserved and in need additional
opportunities and stimulus. In addition the acquisitions will allow district goals to commence
in transitioning the auto dependent corridor to one with mixed uses connected by plush park
spaces throughout helping to achieve increase in property values and business activity.
24. Does this project serve vulnerable communities in Michigan’s 9th District? If yes, please
explain. The acquisition of these properties will provide critical equitable recreational and
nonmotorized access for a largely low to moderate income area of the City that is currently
underserved and in need additional opportunities and stimulus.
25. Will all community members have equitable access to this project (e.g., is it ADA-compliant,
are translation services available for non-English speakers)? Yes, once the land is purchased,
the any project will be fully accessible as a city designed and constructed project.
26. Will this project pose any threat to the health and wellbeing of Michiganders or our
environment? No
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Project support
27. Are you aware of another member of Congress that is making a request to the House
Appropriations Committee for this project? (Yes/No) No.
28. Please upload below any letters or documents indicating community support for this project.
Potential documents might include, but are not limited to, press articles highlighting the need
for the requested Community Project Funding; support from newspaper editorial boards;
projects listed on state intended use plans; community development plans, or other publicly
available planning documents; or resolutions passed by city councils or boards. Please attach
no more than 10 documents.

Attach VDA Master Plan here.

14 April 2021
Chris McLeod, AICP
City Planner
City of Sterling Heights
40555 Utica Road
Sterling Heights, MI 48313
Additional Services for: Van Dyke Avenue Corridor Improvement Authority
Master Planning Project
Add Service Number: 2
Dear Mr. McLeod:
This letter is a request for approval to complete Additional Services associated with
Van Dyke Avenue Corridor Improvement Authority Master Planning Project located in
Sterling Heights, MI. Based on our conversations throughout the final weeks of the
primary planning effort, we understand that the following tasks/services are desired.
•

Task 5.5: Labor and coordination with a rendering vendor to translate the
master plan vision into three (3) highly articulated, photo-realistic urban design
renderings
o Expenses: rendering vendor per-rendering cost

By signing this letter, you are authorizing Design Workshop, Inc. to commence
services on Task 5.5 immediately for a fee of $ $16,200.00. This fee includes both
labor and expenses associated with Task 5.5. Should you choose to authorize any
additional renderings, beyond the three included in this additional services scope, they
will be billed at a lump-sum cost of $5,400.00 each.
The contract conditions of existing Agreement dated 20 July 2020 shall be binding on
these additional services unless modified herein. The following is a summary of the
fees associated with this effort.
Original Contract Amount:
Additional Services #2 Amount:
Total New Contract Amount:

$157,300.00 (Original + Add. Ser. #1)
$16,200
$173,500 (+ $5,400 per addl. rendering)

Please call me at 267-303-4597 if you have any questions regarding this request for
additional services.

F:\PROJECTS_R-Z\6425-Sterling Heights Van Dyke Corridor MP\A-Administration\Proposals and
Contracts\VDA_AddSer2_PROPOSED_210414.doc

Sincerely,

Manisha Kaul
Principal

DESIGN WORKSHOP, INC.

APPROVED BY CLIENT:
By:

Date:

Title:
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14 April 2021
Chris McLeod, AICP
City Planner
City of Sterling Heights
40555 Utica Road
Sterling Heights, MI 48313
Additional Services for: Van Dyke Avenue Corridor Improvement Authority
Master Planning Project
Add Service Number: 1
Dear Mr. McLeod:
This letter is a request for approval to complete Additional Services associated with
Van Dyke Avenue Corridor Improvement Authority Master Planning Project located in
Sterling Heights, MI. Based on our conversations throughout the final weeks of the
primary planning effort, we understand that the following tasks/services are desired.
•

Task 5.4: Presentation (in-person) of the final master plan to the Sterling
Heights City Council
o Expenses: travel costs

By signing this letter, you are authorizing Design Workshop, Inc. to commence
services on Task 5.4 immediately for a fee of $ $23,500.00. This fee includes both
labor and expenses associated with Task 5.4.
The contract conditions of existing Agreement dated 20 July 2020 shall be binding on
these additional services unless modified herein. The following is a summary of the
fees associated with this effort.
Original Contract Amount:
Additional Services #1 Amount:
Total New Contract Amount:

$150,000.00
$7,300.00
$157,300.00

Please call me at 267-303-4597 if you have any questions regarding this request for
additional services.
Sincerely,

F:\PROJECTS_R-Z\6425-Sterling Heights Van Dyke Corridor MP\A-Administration\Proposals and
Contracts\VDA_AddSer1_PROPOSED_210414.doc

Manisha Kaul
Principal

DESIGN WORKSHOP, INC.

APPROVED BY CLIENT:
By:

Date:

Title:

2

